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Lf GUEST EDITORIAL 


If Christ Had Not Come 


By Dr. Guy P. Duffield 


the title, ‘If Christ Had Not Come.” The card represented a 
clergyman falling into a short sleep in his study on Christmas 
morning and dreaming of a world into which Jesus had never come. 
In his dream he found himself looking through his home, but 
there were no little stockings in the chimney corner, no Christmas 
bells or wreaths of holly, and no Christ to comfort and save. He 
walked into the public street but there was no church with its spire 
pointing to heaven. He came back and sat down in his library but 
every book about the Savior had disappeared. 

A ring at the door, and a young messenger asked him to visit his 
poor dying mother. He hastened with the weeping child and, as he 
reached the home, he sat down and said, ‘'I have something here 
that will comfort you.’’ He opened his Bible to look for a familiar 
promise of hope but could not find the Gospels, as the book ended 
with Malachi. There was no promise of hope and salvation, and he 
could only bow his head and weep with her in bitter despair. 

Two days afterward he stood beside her coffin and conducted 
the funeral service, but there was no message of consolation, no 
word of glorious resurrection, no open heaven; but only ‘dust to 
dust, ashes to ashes,”’ and one long eternal farewell. He realized at 
length that Christ had not come, and he burst into tears and bitter 
weeping in his sorrowful dream. 

Suddenly he wakened with a start, and a great shout of joy and 
praise burst from his lips as he’heard his choir in the church close 
by singing: “‘O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant, ... O 
come let us adore Him, Christ, the Lord.” 

Let us be glad and rejoice today because our Lord has come! May 
the assurance, the joy and victory of His coming be real in your 
heart this Christmas season and through every day of the coming 


year! cy 


‘ few years ago a striking Christmas card was published, with 
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This We Believe 


..that the Holy Bible is the inspired 
Word of God (//. Tim. 3:16; II Pet. 
1:19-27), 

..that God is triune--Father, Son, and 
Holy Spirit (/ John 5:7; John 1:7,2,14). 
..that man fell through disobedience 
(Romans 5:12,19). 

..that Christ died to redeem us (Titus 
2:14; Gal. 3:13). 

..that salvation is through grace (Eph. 
2:8-10; Rom. 3:23,24), 

that repentance and acceptance 
are vital (/ John 1:9; John 6:37b). 
..that new birth must be experienced 
to become achild of God (John 3:3; II 
Cor, 5:17); 

..in a daily Christian life (/ Thess. 
5:23; Heb. 6:1). 

..iNn water baptism through immersion 
(Rom. 6:4; Acts 2:41). 

..in the institution of the Lord’s supper 
(| Cor. 11:23b-28). 

IN the Baptism of the Holy Spirit 
(Acts 1:5,8; 2:4), 

.in the Spirit filled life (Rom. 12:1,2; 
Gal. 5:16,25). 

..in the gifts and fruit of the Holy Spirit 
(Rom. 12:6-8; Gal. 5:22,23; John 15:8). 
..that we must be moderate in all 
things (Phil. 4:5). 

in Divine healing (James 5:14-16; 
Matt. 8:17). 

.. that the Second Coming of Christ is 
both imminent and personal (/ Thess. 
4:16,17). 

..in Church relationship and in civil 
government (Heb, 10:24,25; Rom. 
13:1,3). 

..inthe final judgment (Matt. 13:41-43), 
..in heaven and hell (/ Cor, 2:9; John 
14:2; Rev. 20:10,15). 

..In tithes and offerings to support the 
Lord's work (Malachi 3:10;/! Cor. 9:7). 
..that the Church is responsible to 
evangelize all nations (Mark 16:15; 
John 4:35-37). 
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“What is truth?” asked governor Pilate to a Nazarene one day, 
‘Although I find you innocent, I must do what the people say.” 


goo people took their lives for a cause they felt was true, 
Honestly we question, “Is this what truth would have them do?” 


“There is no absolute truth, it’s all relative” some say. 
I hope they can convince their conscience, too, on judgment day. 


Wise men, one day left all to seek the face of a new world king. 
And truth was born in Bethlehem, beneath the angels’ wings. 


His life was lived for others, He died that we might live 
He rose that we might follow, He's coming back again! 
Amidst the rush and hurry the tinsel and the cheer, 

The packages, the lights, the tree, O may our spirits hear. 


Jesus didn’t speak the truth, He was the Truth who spoke. 
He'll speak to us this Christmas if His presence we'll invoke. 


Our prayer for you this Christmas ts that the Truth will have a place, 
Of honor in your home and hearts, and shower you with His grace. 


(Written by Reverend Tom Baker, Yakima, Washington) 


Open Your Bible 


: serves // 
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The Child of Prophecy 


he fact that Jesus was born in a manger in Bethlehem 
was not “‘a piece of theatre’’. God did not orchestrate 
this scenario to provide material for Sunday School 
hristmas plays. Jesus was born ‘‘in Bethlehem of Judea: for 
thus it is written by the prophets’’ (Matthew 2:5). As one reads 
the Gospel according to Matthew, one thing becomes crystal 
clear: the circumstances surrounding Jesus’ birth are so 
clearly delineated by the Old Testament prophets that He is 
distinctly seen as ‘the Child of Prophecy”. 
_ Because of the plethora of Messianic prophecies which 
bear on the birth of Jesus, this article will be restricted to two 
facets of those prophetic utterances concerning His birth. 
The prophecies relating to His mother and His virgin birth 
will be considered, as well as His role as Emmanuel (‘God 
with us’’) — the Lamb of God. 
_ Apoem might be apropos at this juncture to tie these two 
reas of prophecy together: 
—~ Mary had a little lamb (of God) 
____ His fleece was white as snow (God’s righteousness) 
Ee Yet a sword pierced her soul too (St. Luke 2:35) 
y For to Calvary the Lamb did go (Revelation 13:8) 
__ The first prophecy of a virgin birth occurs very early in 
Scripture. Long before the great prophet Isaiah spoke, God 
Himself spoke in Genesis 3:5 of “ther seed’’. This statement 
by God contains biological and physiological implications; it 
is evident that a woman does not produce seeds. A woman 
‘ovulates and produces eggs; it is the man who brings forth the 
seed. Therefore, the term “ther seed’’ contained in this 
Messianic prophecy connotes paradoxical ramifications: 
either Mary had Jesus by parthenogenesis (development of 
eggs from virgin females without fertilization by 
spermatozoa) or the Holy Spirit overshadowed her bringing 
forth a supernatural conception which resulted in the birth 
of “her seed”’, the Son of God (cf. Luke 1:35). 

~ However, even if parthenogenesis did occur ina one in ten 
billionth chance, a woman can only produce ‘X”’ 
chromosomes. The determining factor in the birth of a male 
is the ‘‘Y” chromosome which only a male can produce. The 
Christian should glean confidence through the biological 
safeguards that God has placed on the validity of the virgin 
birth of the Child of Prophecy. 
= The prophetic voice of God speaks in a more lucid manner 
through Isaiah concerning the virgin birth of Christ (cf. 
Isaiah 7:14). Matthew sets this Messianic prophecy in 
‘context in his narration of the historic events which led to the 
birth of Jesus. Concerning Mary’s conception he said: ‘'Now 
all this was done, tharit might be fulfilled which was spoken of the 
Lord by the prophet, saying ‘Behold, a virgin shall be with child, 
and shall bring forth a son, and they shall call his name 
“Emmanuel, which being interpreted is, God with us’.”” (Matthew 
m1-22,23). 
_ Asashift is made from the documentation of the bonafide 
prophecies concerning His birth to the prophecy concerning 
the name His Father gave Him at birth, insight into the 
purpose of His coming is made clear. In the Gospel of 
Matthew there is a wedding of the two prophetic names. In 
effect, the angel said, ‘‘call His name Jesus”’, (Savior) because 
(observes Matthew) it has been prophesied that they shall 
“call His name Emmanuel” (God with us). These two 
prophetic names, which resolve into a compound of “God 


By Reverend Paul Hackett 
Carlin Avenue Foursquare Church 
Lynwood, California , 


with us as Savior’, explain John the Baptist’s title for the 
Christ child as He stepped into adult ministry. John cried 
“behold the Lamb of God which taketh away the sin of the world” 
(John 1:29). In this designation, the Lamb of God can be seen 
in a continuum from Mary’s arms to the cruel grip of death. 


B efore tracing the prophetic glimpses of the Lamb from 
the Garden of Eden to Golgotha, take a glance at the above 
poem again. It was Mary who “‘had”’ a little Lamb, but it was 
‘the’? Lamb that died. We must not read any Mariolatry into 
this concept; on the cross Jesus said to Mary concerning 
John, ‘‘Woman behold thy son.”’ Mary had a little lamb as a 
virgin, but as a fallen woman the Lamb of God became her 
Savior. 

The prophetic concept of the Lamb is seen first in 
Genesis 3:21 where God made coats of skin for Adam and 
Eve. The present writer feels that it is a valid assumption to 
say that the skins came from a lamb, since it is indicated that 
the Lamb was slain from the foundation of the world (cf. 
Revelation 13:8). Abel’s lamb was accepted over Cain’s 
fruit, launching Abel into the ‘Faith Hall of Fame’’ (cf. 
Hebrews 11). Abraham’s ‘“‘ram in the thicket’’ gave us 
another glimpse of the Lamb of God who died a sub- 
stitutionary death for mankind. The twelfth chapter of 
Exodus sets forth in typological prophecy the lamb of the 
first year shedding blood for the doorpost so that the death 
angel will ‘passover”’ when he sees the blood of the lamb. 
And finally Jesus, Himself, as the Great Antitype and 
fulfillment of all things spoken of Him, died on the cross ‘‘as 
a sheep before her shearers is dumb” (Isaiah 53:7). It is clear that 
the theme of the lamb slain is a major thread in the tapestry of 
Messianic prophecy. 

In this Christmas season as our hearts and minds will be 
turned once again to focus on the Child of Prophecy, among 
all the other marvels of His birth, let us not forget Mary’s 
little lamb who grew to be the Lamb of God which taketh 
away the sin of the world. 


The present writer hopes that this article has been 
palatable, and he would like to present you with a spiritual 
bonbon to savor after this main course. Of all the titles given 
to the Child of Prophecy, the ‘‘Lamb of God” seems to rank 
second to none with the possible exception of ‘Jesus’. This 
title extends beyond the cross into eternity. In the twenty two 
chapters of Revelation the title ‘Lamb of God” appears no 
less than twenty eight times. The title ‘‘the Lion of the tribe of 
Judah” appears only once (and even then when John turns to 
see the Lion, he sees the Lamb slain). Here is your Christmas 
bonbon (do not eat it too fast—savor all its sweetness): Jesus 
Christ, who entered the human race by virgin birth 
(Emmanuel), would much rather be your Savior (Jesus, 
Lamb of God) than your judge (the Lion of the tribe of 
Judah). Merry Christmas! cy 
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Treat Your Family to a Christmas Idea 


SMORGASBOARD 


deas for meaningful things to 
| make or do this Christmas... 
choose those that help your 
family reach out to one another 
and the world. Plan those things 
which you would like to do with 
your family during the month of 
December, make a list, and set 
dates for activities to be accom- 
plished. 


CHRISTMAS CARD CONTEST 


The messages you receive at Christ- 
mas are treasures. Have a family 
Christmas card contest to see which 
messages you feel are best in some 
special way. After Christmas, as a 
family, go through all the Christmas 
cards and vote on the: message that 
best describes the meaning of Christ- 
mas, best picture on a Christmas 
card, cutest Christmas card, Christmas 
card we were most surprised to receive. 
Then you may want to design a small 
“thank you” award card to send to the 
winners of your Christmas card con- 


test. 
[33 ee \ 


It is also special to remember to 
pray for each person from whom you 
receive a Christmas card. At the dinner 
table or at other appropriate times, 
read each card you received that day. 
Pray for the person or family from 
whom the card was sent. Youcan take 


turns letting family members read the 
messages on the cards and praying. 


BIBLE VERSE CHRISTMAS TREE 


Cut a large Christmas tree shape 
from green poster board or heavy 
construction paper. Also cut 31 candle 
shapes from brightly colored construc- 
tion paper to use as decorations for 
your Bible verse tree. Each day in 
December share one of the Bible 
readings listed below with your family. 
After every Bible reading write the 
reference on one of the construction 
paper candles. Let the children of the 
family take turns pasting or taping the 
candles to the tree. As your Christmas 
tree becomes decorated your family 
will be sharing God’s Word as an 
important part of preparing for Christ- 
mas. Talk together about what these 
Bible portions say about Jesus and the 
celebration of His birthday: 


Isaiah 9:2 Luke 2:15-20 
Micah 5:2 Matthew 2:1,2 
Isaiah 7:14 Matthew 2:3-8 
Isaiah 9:6 Matthew 2:9,10 
John 7:42 Matthew 2:11 
Galatians 4:4 Matthew 2:12 
Luke 1:26-31 Luke 2:21 
Luke 1:32,33 Luke 2:25-32 
Luke 1:34,35 2 Corinthians 9:15 
Luke 1:37 Psalm 9:11 
Luke 1:46-55 Hebrews 13:15 
Matthew 1:18-24 Psalm 33:2 
Luke 2:1-5 Isaiah 42:12 
Luke 2:6,7 Psalm 145:1-3 
Luke 2:8-11 Psalm 150 
Luke 2:12-14 


START A FAMILY TRADITION 


Make a Christmas box for Jesus to 
open on Christmas Day. Encourage 
each person in the family to make a 
Christmas card for Jesus and place it 
in the box. On each card write, “Dear 
Jesus, I will give my love this Christmas 
by doing the following.... In his note 
each person describes the kind of 
Christmas project he will do for 
someone in the name of Jesus before 
Christmas. Here are a few suggestions: 
Cheer up a friend who is lonely and 
unhappy. Tell your grandparents that 
you love them. Maybe write a note ora 
letter, or make a surprise phone call. 


Make cookies to share with neighbors. 
Surprise someone in the family by 
offering to help with a task. Write a 
note or letter to a missionary. Think 
up your own “giving to Jesus” ideas. 
Place the cards in the box for Jesus 
and put it under the tree. On Christmas 
Day open the box, read the cards, and 
have each person tell how his “gift for 
Jesus” worked out. If someone didn’t 
get to put his gift idea into action, 
encourage him/her to go ahead — 
even after Christmas. 


NATIVITY “DINNER GUESTS” 


Place a different figure of the nativity 
scene infront of each family member’s 
plate at dinner. Ask each person to 
share what that character of the 

Christmas story gave because he loved. 

(Ideas: Joseph gave Jesus a home. 
Shepherds gave time to go see Jesus, 
gave praise to God...etc.) Encourage 
each person to think of what he can 
give because he loves Jesus. 


BAKE HIM A CAKE! 


Christmas is Jesus’ birthday! Help 
your young child celebrate by working 
with you to bake a birthday cake for 
Jesus. As you work together talk 
about Jesus being bornasailittle baby. 
Practice singing, “Happy Birthday...” 
Use the cake as part of your Christmas 
Eve or Christmas Day celebration 
with the entire family singing “Happy 
Birthday, Dear Jesus”. 


HALAS 


HOMEMADE CHRISTMAS 
DECORATIONS 


Prepare for decorating the Christmas 
tree by making dough ornaments that 
are reminders of the Christmas story. 
To make dough: Mix 1 cup salt with 2 
cups flour. Add 1 cup of water, asmall 
amount at a time. Knead 7-10 minutes 
“until dough has a putty-like consistency. 
To make ornaments: Roll dough about 
-Y, inch thick. Use cookie cutters or cut 
around patterns to create stars, bells, 
‘angels, lambs...and circles to depict 
God’s everlasting love. Punch a hole 
through the top of each ornament for 
a thread or string. Bake ornaments on 
a cookie sheet at 325 degrees until 
they are light brown. When ornaments 
are cool, varnish to protect from 
moisture or paint any color you wish. 
Now, with just a loop of strong thread 
the ornaments are ready for the tree. 


“CHRISTMAS IS...” COLLAGE 


A collage is an excellent total family 
activity to express the joy and beauty 
of Christmas. To create a collage you 

will need large sheets of poster board 

(22x28 inches or 30x40 inches) or 
butcher paper, glue or rubber cement, 
‘scissors, old magazines and Christmas 
cards, bits of bright yarn, velvet, beads, 
glittery material — in fact, anything 
you want to use, especially your 
imagination. 

Your Christmas collage will have 
greater meaning if you choose a theme 
to focus on. A good all-around theme 
could be “Christmas Is...” Get every- 
one thinking about what “Christmas 


Is...” for them and then start cutting 
and “sticking on.” Be sure everyone 
takes part. Moms and dads can find 
good pictures and other items while 
younger family members do the 
designing and constructing of the 
collage. When finished, hang your 
collage in a conspicuous place where it 
can be admired and talked about. 


TABLETOP “PRAISE TREE” 


Obtain a small table-size tree to 
decorate with notes of praise and 
thanksgiving to God for the blessings 
of the year. Near the tree have a tray 
of cards (prepared with red and green 
yarn for tying). Provide pen or pencils 
and encourage family members and 
friends to write their thoughts of praise, 
on the cards. Tie each card to the tree 
as a gift of thanksgiving to the Heavenly 
Father. 


GIFTS ONLY YOU CAN GIVE 


Give yourself this Christmas. A child 
can give “work coupons” to his parents, 
redeemable at any time for help in the 
house or yard. Parents can give “time 
coupons” — say an hour to be spent 
with the child playing a game, taking a 
hike, or going out together for a 
hamburger. Other “yourself gifts” can 


be babysitting sessions, readinga story 
to a child, running errands for the 
elderly. Youcan think of many others. 


OTHER FUN 
CHRISTMAS ACTIVITIES 


Act out the Christmas story with 
the whole family, using costumes and 
props. 

Appoint a TV chairman to watch for 
Christmas specials the family can enjoy 
together. 

Write a poem about Christmas. 
Encourage each person in the family 
to adda word or line. “Christmas Is...” 
would be a good title. 

Read Matthew 2:9,10 and create a 
Christmas diorama (a three dimen- 
sional scene in an open box). 

Each person choose one way to 
help in the family this week—a pre- 
Christmas present to one another. 

Write a “thank you” letter to God 
for His special gift, Jesus. 

Invite your next door neighbor to go 
to the Christmas program at church 
with you. 

Invite an international student, 
college student, or single person fora 
“family” dinner. 

On Christmas Day say together I 
Corinthians 9:15 as a prayer of thanks 
to God. 

On New Years Eve read Psalm 150. 
Do you have musical instruments? 
Pans and spoons? At midnight read 
Psalm 150 again. Praise God with 
music and noise. Thank Him for the 
New Year ahead. cy 


Ideas excerpted from Family Life Today 
magazine, with permission. 
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DVANCE 7 


“Our people desperately hunger 
for instruction regarding growth in 
the Lord and ministry for Him. 
This process, often time 
consuming and challenging, 
prompts us to rejoice: because 
Jesus pours out His love and 
power through these earnest 
Christians.” 


Mike and Lolita Frederick 
Missionaries to Argentina 


6G n economic crisis rages here. It 
A forces people to focus, not only on 
their physical needs, but their spiritual 
needs as well. The 
forboding future 
dashes trust in 
human solutions. 
Many now seek 
the Lord and His 
deliverance. Jesus 
compassionately 
meets every need 
...even-jobs, a 
commodity so 
scarce today.” 


“God is our refuge and strength. . though the 
earth be removed, and though the mountains 
be carried into the midst of the sea...” (Psalm 
46:1-3). What truth! Mike and Lolita Frederick, 
Foursquare missionaries to Argentina, see 
this truth vividly-_portrayed on a daily basis. 


Argentineans display a cosmopolitan, 
inquisitive and cautious approach to life. So, 
they normally evaluate the Gospel before 
making a commitment. One-on-one ministry 
gathers the lion’s share of these souls into the 
kingdom. They are finding Jesus irresistable. 


Mike and Lolita believe that a strong influx of 
new workers has added momentum to the 
growing acceptance of Jesus as Savior. So, 
they warmly encourage the swelling number 
of students studying the Word at the Institute 
and Extension centers. Eventually, these 
Students will labor among the people of the 


* ARGENTINA 


BUENOS AIRES 


Thanksgiving and praise pave 
the way for evangelism and 
an expanding ministry to the 
nation. 


Buenos Aires, 3rd largest 
cosmopolitan center in the 
world exceeds a population of 
8 million people. The harvest 
is great. Thousands of 
peoples still are culturally 
hidden. . .but not unreachable. 
The Church of Jesus Christ in 
Argentina is focusing attention 
daily on reaching not just a 
city... .but the nation. 


Strategy... planning. . .setting | 
goals. . targeting those who 
are yet untouched by the 
Gospel, these pastors set their 
hearts and minds on the 
church's growth. ..now and 
tomorrow. 


MISSIONS 
INTERNATIONAL 


4 


Training sessions for remaining six of Argentina's twenty-two 


Argentine pastors address provinces, where the Foursquare message 
issues unique to their culture. 


+ 


God is raising up dedicated has yet to enter. In the last ten years the work 
leadership who are in Argentina has grown from 95 churches to 
determined to show their over 160 churches and meeting places. 

eople how t 
ge BReclnke tnelost The Fredericks continually behold Jesus 


confirm His call through the Word, people and 
the conviction of their own hearts. Jesus 
repeatedly invests them with His vision of a 
whole Argentine people, ready to love in the 
midst of conflict. . .ready to share in the midst 
of want. . .but more profoundly, ready to share 
their faith among the Argentine people, so 
hungry for the Good News of Jesus’ love. For 
Mike and Lolita Frederick, the Great 
Commission only grows louder. 


Whether in the beautiful Fk or a | r ayer F ocus 


headquarters church in San . . 
TpPetarosAies<or inne Pray for the continual encouragement of 


of 160 simple and lovely all Argentine believers (especially pastors 
churches spread across the and lay workers). 
nation. . .the truth of God's e Pray that the San Isidro Bible Institute 
unyielding love is proclaimed —_ and its Extension centers may continue to 
Ae oe eee effectively instruct believers. 

e Pray for harmony and an evangelistic 
spirit among Argentine churches. 
e Ask the Lord how you should give of 
yourself and your resources to Foursquare 
Missions International. 
e Obey God’s direction. 


As the work continues in Argentina we will 
also give of ourselves to see it prosper... 


Together! 


.Missions Insisht 


Miracles Across the World 


By Reverend Edgar Coombs 
Special Assistant to the Director 


Missions International 


he joyous occasion was the 
T Silver Anniversary of the Ecua- 

dorian Foursquare Church. The 
scene depicted thousands of people 
gathered together at the Ecuador 
Civic Center for special meetings 
with Evangelist Robert Espinoza. 
The result was the salvation of some 
2,000 lost souls and countless testi- 
monies of healing. The greatest 
emphasis of the campaign was to 
preach the Word and uplift Christ as 
the only true Savior. 

On the first night of the campaign 
four deaf women, after prayer for 
their healing, could each hear and 
repeat words with perfect dictation. 
They left the platform that night 
with praise upon their lips. 

One evening an unsaved couple 
brought their child, who had suffered 
extensive brain damage due to exces- 
sive bone growth inside the cranium. 
The doctor had already told them 
that eventually their child would 
become like a vegetable and that 
there was no hope for recovery. In 
desperation, the parents contacted a 
pastor, who in turn urged them to 
take the child to the campaign. During 
the prayer for the sick, the child, 
who had been asleep, suddenly began 
to shake. Both parents knew that at 
that time God was performing a 
miracle in their baby’s body. They 
were then instructed by one of the 
ministers to return to the doctor the 
following day to have a new x-ray 
taken. The doctor, who was doubtful 
that even a miracle could change the 
physical condition of the child, finally 
agreed to take another x-ray. As he 
came out of the lab he told the child’s 
parents, “This has to be a miracle”. 
He showed them the old x-ray which 
plainly indicated the bone growth 
inside the cranium. The new copy 
showed that it was all clear. Follow- 
ing another examination and x-ray, 
the doctor wrote a letter certifying 
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A crowd of 300 welcomed Evangelist Robert Espinoza, speaker for 


4 
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the outstanding campaign held in Ecuador, at the Guayaquil Airport. 


the child’s complete healing. He was 
even willing to share the letter and 
x-rays at one of the campaign meet- 
ings as proof of this great miracle. 


The same night the child. was 
healed, a young man of 18 or 20 
years old came to tell what God had 
done for him. He had recently been 
involved in a motorcycle accident, 
which had left the right side of his 
head badly crushed. He had been 
told by doctors that he would need 
to undergo an operation to remove 
some of the bone in his head and 
replace it with a platinum plate. 
However, he did not have the needed 
finances to have the operation. This 
young man was prayed for one 
evening during the campaign ser- 
vices. After prayer they touched the 
place where the hole had been and 
found it to be firm and normal. 

For two successive nights one 


woman had been brought to the 
meetings on a stretcher. Following 
prayer for healing this woman 
believed that she had been healed of 
the internal cancer she had been 
suffering from. She explained that 
when Brother Espinoza had prayed 
it was as though someone had shaken 
her and something had left her body. 
On the fourth night of the campaign 
this woman returned, only this time 
walking, with a report from her 
doctor that there was no trace of 
malignancy left. 

During the rest of that great 
campaign marvelous healings took 
place nightly. The crowds continued 
to grow until they reached an attend- 
ance of some 20,000 people. After 25 
years, God's great blessings continue 
to be poured upon the people of 
Ecuador through the ministry of 
Foursquare Missions International 
in that country. cy 
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sive Me My Own God 


By Aimee Semple McPherson, 1936 


way with God! Away with 
At: Scriptures! Away with 
| the religious drag on the 
wheels of progress!” exclaimed 
eleven young men from an eastern 
university who had invited me to 
luncheon in Boston. “The teachings 
of the Nazarene have outlived their 
usefulness; education and science 
have supplanted religion and 
ancient legend; cold reasoning is 
the new savior of the world.” 
' They continued, “We face anew 
day, new problems, new issues, 
that have never arisen in past 
generations. Our sires are no more 
conversant with them than weare, 
and no more prepared to meet them. 
We are sitting behind the wheel of 
modern day machinery. It is up to 
us to drive on. We must doitinour 
own way.” 
- | interrupted, “If you take the 
hand of God from the guiding wheel 
of any nation, it will crash as 
inevitably as though you removed 
your hand from the wheel of your 
powerful, speeding motor car. Retro- 
gression and not progression will 
follow’ as surely as night follows 
the setting of the sun.” 

Piqued by their challenge, I 
decided to find for the youth of 
today an uncontrovertible answer. 
I went out and looked upon the 
world withnew eyes. As earnestly 
as Sir Lancelot sought for the Holy 
Grail, I set out around the world to 
search for the solution of a problem 
that has thrown the present genera- 
‘tion into a maelstrom of unrest, 
uncertainty, and confusion. 

I circled the globe, climbed the 
Himalayan foothills on frozen Tibe- 
tan borders, traversed the fiery 
deserts of Africa, penetrated the 
tropic jungles of Zamboanga, and 
looked into the golden face of 
modernized Tokyo. From dusky, 
subterranean passages, where 
massed men wriggled their way 
like blind worms in the crowded, 


murky lanes of the Orient, I passed 
to the broad boulevards of the 
Occident and listened to the rattle 
of musketry in warlike Europe. 
Traveling by junk and river schoon- 
er, by elephant and camel, bullock 
cart and donkey, tonga and dandy 
chair, I searched the world for 
firsthand information. 

Amidst the babel of many voices, 
I found a topsy-turvy world — 
sans rudder, sans order, and sans 
pilot. The world is sick and reeling! 
Everyone is shouting out conflicting 
remedies and panaceas. 

Meanwhile, civilization and Chris- 
tianity are slipping. Nations have 
sought peace without the Prince of 
Peace, men have striven to erect a 
tower to the skies without the aid 
of the Master Builder. They have 
been stricken with as definite a 
confusion of tongues as were Babel’s 
builders of old. None can under- 
stand the other. Capital, which 
smooths with gold, cannot compre- 
hend Labor, which wields the 
hammer. The hewer of pillars in 
the Senate disagrees with the 
draftsman in the White House. The 
world, caught in the whirlpool of 
confusion, contradictory advice, 
money getting, oppressions, depres- 
sions, communism, and socialism, 
has not realized why she is being 
sucked down toward the vortex of 
broken governments. Does the 
answer lie in the fact, as given by 
statistics, that among the approxi- 
mately two billion people on the 
earth today, there are some five 
hundred million more heathen than 
there were one hundred and fifty 
years ago? 

Protest as he may, each man has 
a god. His very nature demands 
the aid of a higher power. Whether 
that god be gold or power or greed, 
or whether it be the tomb of Lenin 
in the mighty square of Moscow, 
each man worships an ideal. 

My quest is over. One culminative 


conviction thunders with intensity 
within my soul: “Blessed is the 
nation whose trust is in the Lord!” 


(Excerpted from" Give Me My Own 
God” by Aimee Semple McPherson, 
copyright 1936. Consider also 
Ecclesiastes 1:9-11.) ‘g) 


INS 
at a Glance... 

...Christians should refrain from and urge 
society to refrain from experimental 
efforts to modify the human genetic heri- 
tage by genetic engineering, according to 
one of the resolutions adopted at the final 
business session of the 97th annual confer- 
ence of the Evangelical Free Church of 
America. The conference also approved 
aresolution urging Christians to be active 
in community affairs and to speak against 
the growing influence of secular 
humanism in public schools. (EP News) 


...There are about 900,000 Chinese in 
North America, but only 478 Chinese 
churches to minister to their needs, said 
the Reverend Hoover Wong, pastor of the 
First Chinese Church of Christ in 
Honolulu. Since about 94 percent of 
American Chinese are unchurched, he 
added, they should be the next target for 
widespread evangelism by the existing 
churches. (Religion in the News, Church 
of God Evangel) 


.. A radio station in South Korea is 
bringing the Gospel to Soviets in nearly 
every walk of life, reports from behind the 
Iron Curtain indicate. The 250,000 watt 
station, operated by the Far East Broad- 
casting Company, reaches people in all 
strata of Russian society, including govern- 
ment officials, university professors, and 
soldiers. A Siberian believer told station 
officials that great numbers of Soviets 
tune in at night, when the radio waves 
reach across the entire country. (Religion 
in the News, Church of God Evangel) 


_ .“God’s best gifts put man’s best 
dreams to shame’ —Salvation Army War 
Cry. 
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BOGOTA COLOMBIA... 


Which Group Has Fewer Cavities? 


John and Jean Firth pastor a Four- 
square Church here. Recently, a 
member of their congregation phoned. 
She wept for joy. ..the Lord had filled all 
her teeth, uppers and lowers, with one 
exception! John suggested that Jesus 
missed that tooth for one of two reasons. 
Hither, He felt sorry for the six dentists 
who attend their church, or He wanted 
her to visit the dentist so that He could 
take her fear away. She just laughed and 
laughed! 

I Have Sheep in Another Fold 


Hungering people from other denomin- 
ations have visited the Firths seeking 
the consolation of the Gospel. Recently, 
the president of the Jesuit University 
called on their church and intends to 
return. Church members have shared 
their personal testimonies with him and 
the encouragement has deeply moved 
him. 

Prompted by the university president, 


another Jesuit attended the Bogota: 


church and felt God’s healing touch. He 
came after open heart surgery, in 
much pain and weakness. As believers 
laid: hands on him in prayer, Jesus 
healed him, then filled him with the 
Holy Spirit. 


The church in Columbia continues to 
Brow as the seeds of God’s love are 
spread abroad. New life springs forth 
as open hearts receive the truth as 
dedicated believers share their faith. 
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Touching Her, the Sickness Left 


The aged mother of one of the Firth’s 
church members developed a brain 
tumor, She deteriorated rapidly and 
quite painfully. Consequently, doctors 
continually and heavily sedated her. 
Recently, Jesus healed her. Pain has 
disappeared and she thinks lucidly. 
Brain scans reveal no trace of the 
dreaded growth. 


He Perfects What Concerns Me 


Little Consuelo lives 100 miles from 
Bogota. She returned for a routine 
medical check up and visited our Four- 
square Church here. It was here thatthe 
Lord healed her leukemia when be- 
lievers prayed, one year ago. The doctors 
can find nothing of the deadly disease in 
her body. A rosy complexion has 
replaced her awful palor, and she 
praises the wonderful name of Jesus 


daily. 


Ree 


Ever wanted to catch a glimpse of the 
future of international missions? 
There it beams...this child is the 
future hope of reaching her people 
with the Gospel. 


A REPORT OF FOURSQUARE 
WORLD MINISTRIES 


A Bruised Reed He Will Not Break 


The Spiritual Clinic, held each 
Wednesday from noon to 8 p.m., blesses 
many seeking help with healing and 
deliverance. The Bogota Foursquare 
Church has become famous for this 
ministry and the love which prevails 
among its members. The ill and 
oppressed stream here from every 
section of the city, as well as nearby 
towns. The redeeming touch of Jesus 
soothes them with a sense of acceptance 
and hope. 


Come, Let Us Reason Together 


A new approach to the lost has 
developed here, in Bogota. Church 
members invite unsaved people to their 
homes for an evening’s discussion about 
religion, the Bible, or anything else pres- 
sing on their hearts. 

These rich discussions allow believers 
to share personal testimonies. The 
impact of these informal meetings has 
helped many to commit their lives to 
Jesus. Last month, thirty-two new souls 
emerged from the waters of baptism. 

The non-threatening style of these 
gatherings dispell fears of a set up, 
thereby allowing the Holy Spirit to 
minister in an atmosphere of warmth 
and empathy. 


Our Bogota, Colombia church 
continues to reach out to their 
communities guaranteeing the future 


of Foursquare outreach around the 
world 


It Shall Be Given Pressed Down, 
Shaken Together, and... 


Sunday mornings in Bogota have 
ept prayer closets buzzing. New 
acilities are needed now! Last Sunday, 
O many people attended that the 
uditorium filled; the upstairs rooms 
ied; the kitchen and garage filled— 
ven the street out front filled! The 
ihurch Council decided that two 
norning services are needed to accomo- 
f@te these starving souls and 
mthusiastic worshippers. We covet your 
ayers. Please ask the Father to reveal 
he place that He has for us, soon. 


VIGERIA... 


Vision in the Night 
Proclaims the Coming of Three 
Messengers of Christ 

The Porto-Novo Crusade relived the 
econd chapter of Acts. Sparkling 
ivers of the Holy Spirit’s power swept in 
he Gospel to a spiritually parched peo- 
le. But, the Lord dramatically prepared 
n advance to find His lost sheep. 


Before the Crusade commenced, 
Jesus appeared in a dream to a high- 
anking city official. In the dream, he 


thrist touches the world through us. 
his Colombian believer faithfully 
erves a woman in need with ears 
hat listen...eyes that discern.. .words 
hat counsel and hands that comfort. 


MISSIONS 
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saw three men coming with the 
Gospel. Jesus not only wanted his 
utmost help in spreading the Good 
News, but also wanted him to join their 
church. 

As the official pondered the dream the 
next morning, he heard a knock at his 
door. Opening the door, he met three 
Foursquare Church members who said, 
“We have come to talk to you about God 
and want to share the message of Jesus 
Christ with you.” That morning, Jesus 
saved him. 

Through this new brother, Crusade 
officials obtained a permit for public 
gatherings. Without this permit, the 
church could not have legally held the 
crusade or expected it to occur without 
an immediate injunction. Large 
numbers of people attended the 
gathering as they desired to learn about 
the Christian’s “source of power”. 

Meetings started at 6:30 a.m. and 
ended about midnight. By the end of the 
tenth day, 800 people had committed 
themselves to Jesus as Savior! 

After the meeting ended, astounding 
reports kept filtering back to Foursquare 
officials. Jesus healed an old man dying 
of a terminal disease. Another man, 
long addicted to gin and cigarettes, 
received deliverance and now lives for 


When these Colombian believers 
worship, faith executes God’s will 
and people go free. The Colombia 
church continues to grow. The 
necessity of a new sanctuary is 
heightened every week. 


Jesus. Jesus set free two women in 
bondage to wizards and witches. Now 
“Born Again”, they rejoice in the liberty 
Jesus has brought them. 

The man, to whom the Lord appeared, 
has since brought many colleagues and 
neighbors to church—the love of Jesus 
continues to ignite his witness. 


PAPUA NEW GUINEA... 


Divorce: New Guinea Style 


Children grow here with asmattering 
of parental discipline. So, adults lead 
riotous, self-centered lives. Marriages 
suffer and a perpetual spiral of 
destruction continues, unchecked. 

Phil Franklin, a Foursquare mis- 
sionary here, met a woman hobbling 
along with an arrow imbeded under her 
knee cap. During an argument, her 
husband shot her. She felt lucky 
though; he killed his last wife. 

Nevertheless, followers of the Gospel 
are having an impact here. Since her 
encounter with Phil, Jesus has saved 
this woman and her husband. Let us 
pray that, as they establish their lives in 
righteousness, they may influence 
others to accept the peace that Jesus 


brings. ry 


Couples joined in the love of 
Christian marriage redeem their 
culture. From their example, others 
learn about the biblical virtues upon 
which a just and orderly society 
functions. 
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Mrs. Pamela Duarte (left) turns the 
ADVANCE editorship over to Miss 
Janice Pedersen. 


-New Editor Appointed 


Dr. Rolf K. McPherson, President, 
announces the appointment of Miss 
Janice Pedersen to serve as editor of 
the Foursquare World ADVANCE upon 
the resignation of Mrs. Pamela Duarte. 

Miss Pedersen, a graduate of Azusa 
Pacific College with a degree in 
communications, has served with a 
missionary enterprise the past two years 
as editor of promotional publications. 
Her experience and education in the 
communication field will assist in the 
broadening of the ministry of the 
ADVANCE and other related 
publications. She also comes with a 
strong Foursquare heritage, as both her 
parents and grandparents are active in 
Foursquare ministry. 

Mrs. Pamela Duarte leaves the 
editorship after nearly two years in this 
capacity. Under her leadership the 
ADVANCE has seen various changes, 
as well as the addition of the ‘‘Minister’s 
Update”, a quarterly newsletter for 
ministers. Pam and her husband, Paul, 
have moved to Bakersfield, Ca. where 
they are now serving in the ministry of 
KHIS radio station, owned and operated 
by the International Church of the 
Foursquare Gospel. Paul is the new 
manager of KHIS. 

The January/February, 1982 issue 
will be the first complete issue under the 
editorship of Miss Pedersen. 


— 


Southern California 
District Rejoices 


The Dedication/Open House of the 
new Southern California District Offices 
was held Saturday, September 19, 1981, 
in La Crescenta, Ca. Several hundred 
people were in attendance to join in 
praise to God on this wonderful 
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occasion. The offices were under 
construction for one year. 

Dr. Rolf K. McPherson, President of 
the International Church of the 
Foursquare Gospel, gave the dedicatory 
message and presented a plaque of 
tribute to Supervisor Paul E. Jones. Dr. 
N.M. Van Cleave, Acting General 
Supervisor, presented to Supervisor and 
Mrs. Jones a Certificate of Dedication 
on this memorable occasion and prayed 
the prayer of dedication. The Board of 
Directors of the International Church of 
the Foursquare Gospel presented a gift, 
in the amount of $5,000, from the 
McPherson Memorial Extension Fund, to 
assist financially in the construction 
costs. 


The building, which houses the new 
offices, contains 7,200 square feet, and 
is named The Foursquare Building, 
which is clearly visible on Foothill 
Boulevard in La Crescenta, where it is 
located. 


Foursquare Member 
Wins Gold Medal 


Lydia Bree Crabtree, a third 
generation member of the Redondo 
Beach, Ca. Foursquare Church, is 
currently the United States’ top 
competitor in the rhythmic gymnastics, 
having won the gold medal at the 
National Sports Festival this past 
summer. She is also the third worldwide 
in her sport and has competed in 
countries across the world. 


(DIA CRABTRgF 


SUNDAY 
Aub 23 


Recently, Mrs. Crabtree was honored 
at the Redondo Beach Foursquare 
Church, at which time she was 
presented the keys of the city by Mayor 
Barbara Doerr. Lydia acknowledged her 
faith in God and His help in allowing her 
to attain this success. She has been a 
strong witness of her faith to all the girls 
involved in this sport and has had 
opportunity to pray with many of them. 


Lawl Chocks 
By Brad Davis 
Youth Pastor 
Fresno, California 


ased upon my observations of 
IB youth while visiting various high 

school campuses and talking 
with the teenagers of our city, I believe 
the word of the Church to the youth of 
our culture must consist of the 
following three aspects: 

First of all, our message must be 
one of hope. The technology and 
shortages (whether real or imagined) 
of the 1980s have left alarge number of 
youth without hope. “Why go to 
school? Will there be ajob for me once 
I graduate?” These are the questions 
many youth are asking. Perhaps this is 
why the dropout rate is so high in 
many of our schools. They are without 
hope because they have been taught 
they are nothing more than a product 
of time plus chance. Gone is the truth 
of being created in God’s image. Our 
message must be one that continually 
emphasizes man’s dignity, and the fact 
that we are “fearfully and wonderfully 
made”. 

Not only must our message be one 
of hope, but must also be one of 
guidance. Value-free education has 
left many youth groping in the dark for 
answers to the moral and ethical ques- 
tions of our society. We must make 
youth aware of the fact that truth 
exists and it can be known. We must 
be ready with intelligent answers to 
their questions about abortion, 
euthanasia, sexuality, and other 
issues. 

Youth not only need hope and 
guidance, they must also be 
challenged with something they can 
radically commit their lives to. At a 
recent anti-draft rally one student was 
carrying a sign which read, “Nothing is 
worth dying for.” However, the 
Church cannot only give youth some- 
thing to die for, it can give them 
something to live for. Or rather, 
Someone to live for. Our message 
must not be watered down. Let’s go 
forth with the Gospel of Jesus and give 
them a message of hope, guidance and 
commitment. rm 


a 


Raymond Cox 


nwar Sadat is dead. Assassins 
L\ failed in attempts this year to kill 
U.S. President Ronald Reagan 
and Pope John Paul II, but succeeded in 
slaying the president of Egypt. 

- Five years ago on my radio talk show 
a telephone caller asked, ‘‘Why do not 
any Arab leaders seek to negotiate 
peace with Israel?”’ I replied at that 
time, ‘It would cost them their lives. 
No Arab could survive assassination if 
he sought peace with Israel.’”” Anwar 
Sadat proved me wrong for almost four 
years. I wish he had proved me mistaken 
permanently. Egypt’s leader has now 
suffered the same fate which ended 
Jordan’s King Abdullah’s reign on July 
24, 1951. Rumors spread that Abdullah 
was secretly negotiating with Israelis. 
An assassin shot him as he entered 


| ae 


Jerusalem’s Aksa Mosque for Friday 
prayers. 

There is little security forces can do 
to provide fool-proof protection for a 
public figure if would-be assassins are 
determined to destroy him. 

Some have asked, ‘‘'Was Sadat’s 
assassination foretold in Bible Prophecy? 
Certainly not, but Sadat’s death may 
entrain circumstances which could 
accelerate prophetic events. Neverthe- 
less, it is interesting to note that in the 
lineup of nations marching against 
Israel when Russia launches the invasion 
anticipated in Ezekial 38, only one 
Arab state, Libya, is named. When 
Sadat died, Libya congratulated the 
assassins. There are no more prophesied 
Israeli—Egyptian wars in the Bible. 
This does not mean that none can 
occur, for the last four do not appear in 
Bible Prophecy. But we can hope that 
the peace process begun by President 
Sadat will be continued by his successors 
in power. 

Meanwhile, it is very important that 
America continue her support of Israel. 
George Otis did not exaggerate when I 
heard him state, ‘‘America’s survival 
depends on her support of Israel.” 


current 


events (©) comments 
Whether or not the AWACS sale to 
Saudi Arabia is on or off may be 
decided before this column gets into 
print. Whether that sale could injure 
Israel may be a moot question. But lam 
disturbed by signs of erosion of our 
national support for the Jewish State. 
And reluctantly I recognize that when 
all nations gather against Jerusalem for 
the War of Armageddon (cf. Zech. 14, 
Joel 3, Rev. 16, 19), America will be 
one of those nations. We can hope, 
however, that our participation may 
not be more partisan than the contri- 
bution of a small force to an inter- 
national army, such as the peace-keeping 
forces, so-called, which the United 
Nations now deploys in different parts 
of the world. 

One thing, however, is certain. The 
return of Jesus Christ with His Church 
will end the battle of Armageddon and 
forever eliminate anti-Semitism. Then 
and only then will a regime rule which 
is immune to assassination, terrorism, 
war, inflation, recession, and every 
other woe. Jesus will usher in the 
golden age of God! 


Is Your Insecurity Showing? by Dr. Roy H. Hicks, 
Harrison House Publishing, $2.50. 
This is a practical handbook on how to overcome 


The Friendship Book by Richard Paul Walters, Regal 
Books, $4.95, available through Foursquare Publications, 
1100 Glendale Blvd., Los Angeles, CA 90026. 
- The Friendship Book is a straightforward confrontation 
that goes beyond any guide for starting friendships. It shows 
how to successfully deal with sensitive issues such as trust, 
touching, and confronting as you live out biblical principles 
of love for all of those around you. It presents skills that are 
important for developing friendships; discusses the require- 
ments, risks and barriers to friendships; and shows that 
God's unfailing love is the ultimate friendship. 


My Christmas ABC Book by RonandLyn Klug, Augsburg 
Publishing House, $3.50. 

Now a new and imaginative way for children to learn the 
Christmas story by two favorite children’s authors! My 
Christmas ABC Book uses words connected with Christmas 
for each letter of the alphabet, plus a short retelling of the 
Christmas story in easy-to- understand prose. Young 
children (2-6) will cherish this unique book with its charming 
illustrations. 


childhood insecurities that follow us into adulthood, written 
by our own Northwest District Supervisor. This book hits 
upon a subject that is both unique and eminently practical 
for parents, youth groups, and pastors. After putting a 
finger on insecurity as the cause of many our problems, Dr. 
Hicks leads the reader to Scriptural resources for healing 
and gives examples of the kind of prayer that brings victory. 
Is Your Insecurity Showing? may be obtained through 
Harrison House Publishing, P.O. Box 35035, Tulsa, Ok. . 
74135 or the N.W. Foursquare District Office, 930 N.W. 
Birdsdale, Gresham, Or. 97030. 


Paul by Ethel Barrett, Regal Books, $1.95, available through 
Foursquare Publications, 1100 Glendale Blvd., Los Angeles, 
CA 90026. | 

This book is written by one of America’s foremost Bible 
storytellers, Ethel Barrett. With research and imagination, 
Ethel Barrett takes readers from 8 to 80 back to Paul’s 
childhood, youth and then through his unbelievable adult 
years. The intrigue and suspense of the story is captivating 
as the reader becomes intimately acquainted with Paul. 
Paul comes complete with illustrations and a glossary to 
help children understand some of the Bible terms. Ci 
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INTERNATIONAL 
FOURSQUARE 
CONVENTION _ 


“Commissioned Beyond Ourselve 


April 20-25, 1982 | 
: 


YOUR LOCAL CHURCH, THE CHURCHES 
THROUGHOUT NORTH AMERICA, AND THE 
~ FOURSQUARE CHURCHES AROUND THE ~ 
WORLD ARE LINKING TOGETHER FOR A 
GREAT 1982 CONVENTION ... : 


4 
* 


“We want strong: 
sentation from the 
church at this cruc 
Convention; pasto 
laymen, alike!” 


Les | 
Chaired by Reverend Paul Risser, pastor of the Florence Avenue 3 
Foursquare Church (Santa Fe Springs, California), the theme ‘ 
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emphasizes our commissioning by the Lord Jesus to VISION, 4 

: — 

STRATEGY, DIRECTION, and SPIRITUAL VICTORIES... = 

“BEYOND O a a 

For details, write: Pastor Paul Glendale Blvd., <s 

Los Angeles, California 90026. 4 
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